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Primary vs. Secondary Sources

What's the difference between them?

Primary Sources

Secondary Sources

Definition: Main lex or work thal you are discussing,
aciual data or research  resulls, or  historical
dacurments. Akso: first-hand testimony.

Definition: Records geneabed by an avenl bul
written by neon-parlicipants in the evenit Based
ocrvderived fram primany sources - but they have been
interpreted, or analyzed.

Examples

Examples
Diarias, [joumals, speaches nberoees,  latlers,
memas, manuscipts, memairs,  aulobiographies,

government records, records of organizations (e.g.
minutes, reports, comespondenca)

Published materials (bocks and joumalimerwspagar
articles) written AT THE TIME about a particular event

Documeantary:  pholographs,
mMovies o videos

audin  recardings,

Public opinion polls. feld fotes  scentiic

experments, anifacts

Reprinted primary sources (often in reference books
such as: Speeches of the Amercan Presidents and
Documeants of Amencan History)

Maps, oral histories, postcards, court reconds,
paintings, souplures, consumar surveys,  patants,
schematic  drawings, technical reports. personal
accounts,  jewalry, private papars, deads,  wills,
proceedings, census data

Encyclopedias, chronologes, facl books
Biographies, monographs, dissartations
Ganaral histories

Most journal articles {except those discussed in
column ane)

Most published books (excepd those discussed in
calumn ane)




