Keys.and Key Signatures

A piece af'yusicmade from the noteswof a stale’is said to be indhe key
of that scalerandthe first fote of the scaleisthe keynote of the music

If apiece ofmusicis 'in the key-0f.& major' all of the Fs will be sharp.
If apiece of musicis 'in the key of Fmajor' all of the Bs will be flat.

This piece of musicisin the key of D major because it uses the notes of
the scale of D major:
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Usually-the sharpsv{or flatsyraremot written before every note which
needs ore. Inistedd, they are shownat the beginning of'each line of 'music,
after~the'clef (but before the time.signature). This makes the sidsic
easier to read.

The melody above would normally be written like this:
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Sharp or flat'signs.after the clef are, calied“thekey signature of the
imusi€. Wotice Thekey signattrelin the melody above - only thefop line F
has a sharp'on-it, also only the C inthethird space has 'a sharp'sign.
This is"because a sharp or a flat<int+he key signature appliesteo-dli notes
with the same letter name: so all three Fs in the melody become F

and both Cs are sharp too.

The scale of C major is the only major scale with no sharps or flats - it

does not have a keyisignature.
When writing ke signatures all of the sharps and flats must be on
exacthy the'corréct fines and.spacés according 1o the clef:

G majar fane sharp: Fﬂ) D 'majar (bva _sharps: F:ﬂ and C ﬂ}l F major_(emre flat B}
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